Study Outlines for Job

	1-2
	Prose Intro

	3-27
	Job’s Crisis

	28
	A poem about wisdom

	29-42
	Toward a solution to Job’s crisis


· The above is taken from an article by Andrew Steinmen
Job 1-2 – God sets His plan in action

Job 3-14 – First Round of Discussion:* 

Job’s friends insist that this calamity has come upon him because he’s sinned, and therefore must repent.  Job maintains that he is innocent in this situation.

Job 15-21 – Second Round of Discussion: 

Job’s friends insist that is speech is wrong (i.e.: he either doesn’t know what he’s talking about, or he’s lying).  But Job insists that he’s right. 

Job 22-26 – Third Round of Discussion: 

Job’s friends say he’s hiding something.  But Job says he’s righteous.

Job 27-31 – Two Monologues by Job: 

Man cannot discover God’s wisdom.

Job 32-37 – Four Monologues by Elihu: 

Human observers cannot expect to adequately understand God’s dealings in justice and mercy, for indeed, God might have a loving purpose after all in Job’s sufferings.  Even still, in this suffering, it is still of great value to lead a godly life.  

Job 38-42 – God questions Job
* Each round of discussion follows this pattern: one of Job’s friends speaks, then Job responds to that friend before another friend speaks, then Job responds to that friend, and so forth.
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Question: What is wisdom???

· Differing Perspectives and Valuable Viewpoints
· Job
· Proverbs

· Ecclesiastes

· Song of Solomon

Introduction to Job

	
	Deserved
	Undeserved

	Individual
	
	

	Corporate
	
	


Question: What does the Book of Job focus on?

Job and History

Question: Is this book historical? Does the text present itself this way? Is historicity a precondition for the message’s truth? (See Ezekiel 14:14, 20; James 5:11)
Job Suffers: Chapters 1-2
“…the Hebrew treats the word Satan here not as a name but as a common noun, ‘the satan’…In a trial at law, the satan, or ‘adversary’, is a term for an accuser or prosecutor, and in the present context this creatures cynicism fits him to produce the most damning charge that can be brought.” Derek Kidner

Job loses:

· His wealth
· His family
· His health
Nobody sees the whole picture… Chapters 3-37
Cycles of dialog

· Assumption of Job’s friends

· Job’s response

God’s verdict on each player in the story: Ch. 38-42
· Job’s three friends: rebuke

· Job: affirmation of his statements about God; blessing

· Elihu: silence
Four solid rocks:
· The reality of Job’s suffering

· God’s mysterious sovereignty

· God’s incredible goodness

· Job’s innocence
Job’s suffering was because of his virtue: “So far from guilt, it is his very innocence that has exposed him to the ordeal, as God’s reiterated praise of him makes doubly clear (1:8; 2:3)” Derek Kidner

God’s reasons for trusting his character (chapters 38-41)

Additional reasons to trust (chapters 1-2)
Our reasons to trust: progression of revelation through Scripture

· Naomi’s reason to trust

· Job’s reason to trust

· Habakkuk’s reason to trust
· Personal reasons to trust?
· The ultimate evidence: the cross of Jesus Christ

Conclusion
“It is important to notice that nowhere do we learn whether Job ever found out why he suffered…in the midst of life’s incomprehensibility, we trust and obey. Also, as we notice God’s verdict on everyone’s behavior in chapter 42 we are to ask, “What does he think of these people, and why?...What led them (and me) astray?” It is along these lines, then, that we should apply the book in our own day.” Dr. C. John Collins
