An Outline of the Book of Amos

I. 1-2 Judgment Against Nations

II. 3-6 Indictment of Israel

III. 7-9:10 Series of 5 Visions (Locusts, Fire, Plumb Line, Basket of Fruit & Lord by the Altar)

IV. 9:11-15 Restoration and Renewal

Outline of Hosea
I. Hosea 1 - 3 – Hosea’s marriage as parable
II. Hosea 4 - 14 – The parable spelt out
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Theological Emphases: 
The one true God to whom his people are bound by covenant

The nature of God’s grace: parallel between Hoseas heartbreak over Gomer and God’s heartbreak over Israel – in spite of which he will still take her back.
Was Gomer a Prostitute?

· Hosea with a sexually immoral woman and not a prostitute. 
· The verb refers to a range of improper sex. 
· 1:3 Gomer bore him a son but the father is unspecified with the next two children.

· Therefore, Israel is called a wife that started off well but then began to be unfaithful

Context, Outline & Theme
I. Hosea 1-3
Love’s Strange Story

II. Hosea 4-14
Love’s Challenge: Sin
· Idolatry in particular
Love’s Recovery: Repentance

· 14:3 - Worship and Social Equity Connected

Love’s Hope: Restoration

· Good Summary of Hosea

· 14:1-9
· Pictured as a restoration of creation
· Genesis 1-2

AMOS – Call for Moral Obedience

“No prophet before Amos, with the exception of Moses, had linked the welfare and survival of the nation to the moral obedience of the people…Amos applied the theological principle to the Northern Kingdom and set a standard for his successors.” Bullock, An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books
Important Themes:

Religion and Society (4:4-5; 5:21-23)

“Liturgy, however refined and well intended, is a broken reed without the validating effect of justice and morality in the sphere of everyday life…If God had to choose one over the other, Amos reminds us that He would unhesitatingly choose justice over liturgy, for the purpose of liturgy is to teach us who God is and what he requires.” Bullock, An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books
Hope and the Future (9:11-15)

· Davidic Covenant

Question: What does this mean for a book addressed to Israel???

· Hints of Eden Regained
· 9:13-15
