A Study Outline for 1st and 2nd Chronicles

I. A Genealogical Presentation of the Tribes of Israel (1 Chron. 1-9)
A. Adam to Esau (1:1-54)

B. The sons of Israel (2:1-2)

C. The tribe of Judah (2:3-4:23)

D. The tribe of Simeon (4:24-43)

E. The Transjordanian tribes (5:1-26)

F. The tribe of Levi (6:1-81)

G. Other northern tribes (7:1-40)

H. The tribe of Benjamin (8:1-40)

I. The resettlement of Jerusalem (9:1-34)

J. The genealogy of Saul (9:35-44)

II. The United Kingdom of David and Solomon (1 Chron. 10-2 Chron. 9)

A. David’s rise to power over Israel (1 Chron. 10:1-12:40)

B. David’s transfer of the ark to Jerusalem (13:1-16:43)

C. The dynastic promise to David (17:1-27)

D. David’s wars (18:1-20:8)

E. David’s census and preparation for the temple (21:1-29:30)

F. Solomon’s temple preparations (2 Chron. 1:1-2:18)

G. Solomon’s building of the temple (3:1-5:1)

H. The dedication of the temple (5:2-7:22)

I. Solomon’s other accomplishments (8:1-16)

J. Solomon’s international relations and renown (8:17-9:31)

III. The Kingdom of Judah down to the Exile (2 Chron. 10-36)

A. Rehoboam (10:1-12:16)

B. Abijah (13:1-14:1)

C. Asa (14:2-16:14)

D. Jehoshaphat (17:1-21:1)

E. Jehoram and Ahaziah (21:2-22:12)

F. Joash (23:1-24:27)

G. Amaziah (25:1-28)

H. Uzziah (26:1-23)

I. Jotham (27:1-9)

J. Ahaz (28:1-27)

K. Hezekiah (29:1-32:33)

L. Manasseh (33:21-25)

M. Amon (33:21-25)

N. Josiah (34:-35:27)

O. The last four kings (36:1-21)

P. Restoration (36:22-23)

Old Testament Core Seminar

Class 24: The Book of Chronicles “Yahweh Is Still Faithful”
Warm-up Questions: Whaddaya know???
Comments on Chronicles

“I [now] regard Chronicles as one of the richest mines of spirituality in all of Scripture” DeVries

 “Coming at the end of the OT period, these books contain deposits of almost every theological idea that has been developed in all the previous books.” Bullock

C.A.S.K.E.T.

Temple
Contents are about Creation, Abraham, Sinai, Kings, Exile AND Temple!

Focus on 2 Samuel through 1-2 Kings.

Kings gives reason for exile

Chronicles gives reason to move forward with hope after exile

“Imagine that you’re part of the community that returned to Jerusalem, you’ve got some pretty substantial theological questions burning in your mind.  “Is God’s promise of a Messiah still valid?  Are we still the covenant people of God, even after 70 years of terrible exile?  Is God still interested in us?”  


It is in response to these questions that the chronicler goes about telling this history of the people.  Like a master slideshow compiler, the writer deliberately selects a handful of specific “photos” or historical narratives that tell the people who they are now that they are back in the land.”  
The Art of Biblical History

Representations of the Wedding at Cana

So what does the chronicler choose to emphasize?
“The books of Chronicles intend to retell the story of God’s people for an audience late in their history, several decades after the exile with special emphasis on the Davidic covenant, the proper place of worship, and the certainty of God’s punishment. A primary focus on Judah as the vehicle of God’s outworking of His promises does not obscure the vision in these books of a people of God that includes all the faithful of both Israel and Judah.” Bullock
“…[the chronicler’s] guiding principle was to demonstrate that God’s promises revealed in the Davidic covenant were as trustworthy and effective as when they were first given, even though the first readers lived almost centuries after almost all the events were recorded” Selman
I. 1 Chronicles 1-9

Genealogies: The Roots of the Postexilic Community

· 1:1-4 - Vitally connected to the people of God ages past

· Focused on line of promise: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Twelve sons of Jacob/Israel

· 2:1-3: line of ____________ given prominence

· 1 Chronicles 9:1 – “All Israel” a theme of the author

II. 1 Chronicles 10 – 2 Chronicles 9
· Chronicles presents a vision of what the Messiah will be like by highlighting the positive aspects of David and Solomon.  
· 1 Chronicles 17:11-13 – Davidic Covenant

· 2 Samuel 11:1-2 and 1 Chronicles 20:1-2

· Events in 1 Kings 11 not recorded in Chronicles 

· In Chronicles, the reigns of David and Solomon revolve around the temple of God.
· 1 Kings 5:7 and 2 Chronicles 2:12

· 1 Chronicles 22-26 – Scan for elements of worship

Question: What does the temple represent to the people?
IV. 2 Chronicles 10-36
· 2 Chronicles 7:13-15

· Chapters 10-36 cover 19 kings and their responsiveness or unresponsiveness to this

· This verse was applied to the land and nation of that time, not to any nation or land today
· Principle of repentance and forgiveness a constant but God’s mission is playing out differently today than it was then

Chronicles and Jesus

· 2 Chronicles 21:7
· Yet the LORD was not willing to destroy the house of David, because of the covenant that he had made with David, and since he had promised to give a lamp to him and to his sons forever. (ESV)
· A signpost to Jesus - Promises that are fulfilled in Christ
· Jesus the perfect King

· Jesus gives access to God in enduring temple
· Jesus perfectly glorified God on our behalf
