
“Lastly John, the disciple of the Lord, who had leant back on His breast, once more set forth the gospel, while residing at Ephesus in Asia.” (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History. 5.8.4; quoting Irenaeus, Against Heresies 5.6.1)
Note: Irenaeus, quoted above, was a student of Polycarp, who was himself a disciple of John

 “Reasonably strong early church tradition…does date the Gospel to the end of the first century, probably during the reign of Domitian (81-96), when John was a very old man ministering in Ephesus….It may well be that John originally wrote as he did to contextualize the Good News about Jesus for a community beginning to be interested in or influenced by incipient Gnosticism, only to find that the false teachers were picking up on those themes that orthodoxy and Gnosticism had in common and emphasizing them at the expense of balancing themes. The Johannine epistles, particularly 1 John, would then have been written with slightly different emphases to try to correct the imbalance.” Craig Blomberg, Jesus and the Gospels
Exploring the New Testament
the Gospel of John
BRAINSTORMING
What’s important about studying the New Testament?

What questions do you have about John’s Gospel?
I. COMMUNICATING: AUTHOR AND AUDIENCE
A. The Synoptic Gospels and John’s Gospel
1. Similarities?
2. Differences?

3. Why?

a) Contextualization
(1) Kingdom of God/heaven vs. Eternal life
(2) Parables
(3) Exorcisms
II. JOHN’S DELIBERATE CONSTRUCTION
A. Prologue | The King, Eternal and Incarnated (1:1-18)
B. Public Ministry | Presentation of the King (1:19-12:50)
C. Private Ministry | The King’s Preparations (13:1-17:26)

D. Passion | The King’s Death and Resurrection (18:1-20:29)

E. Epilogue | Follow the King (21:1-25)

· Using CASKET EMPTY how has the theme of “kingdom” and “king” been a part of the story leading up to John?

· Using the 4 P’s are there other themes in John that connect it with what came before?

III. FINDING JOHN’S THEMES IN HIS PROLOGUE
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.'") 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.
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