How does Christ relate to the Book of Proverbs?
· Greater than Solomon
· Taught using proverbs when he used parables (Psalm 78:2 and Matthew 13:35)
· Christ lived out the wisdom of God (John 1:1-14; Colossians 2:1-3; 1 Corinthians 1:4, 30; Hebrews 1:1-4)
· What about Proverbs 8? “Is Wisdom presented as an actual heavenly being or as a personification (an abstraction made personal for the sake of poetic vividness)?” 

· Context: Which is lady folly in the next chapter, chapter 9?

· What is the overall purpose of the author in describing Wisdom’s relationship to God? How does that relate to the overarching point of the book of Proverbs, which is to motivate us to embrace wisdom?

· Derek Kidner, Proverbs, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries.
	1:1-7
	Title, Introduction and Motto

	1:8-9
	A Father’s invitation to Wisdom

	10-22:16
	Proverbs of Solomon

	22:17-24
	Sayings of “the Wise”

	25-29
	More Proverbs of Solomon

	30
	Sayings of Agur

	31:1-9
	Sayings of King Lemuel

	31:10-31
	An Alphabet of Womanly Excellence


Old Testament Core Seminar

Class 13:  “The Book of Proverbs: Wisdom and Folly”

POP QUIZ!

Q. 1) Books of OT 2) 4 P’s 3) C.A.S.K.E.T.
Intro: Wisdom Literature

“The art of godly living.” Dr. C. John Collins

Pair-Up and Discuss: Why “art”? Why “godly”? Why “living”?

What are Proverbs?

Proverbs 1:1-7

Culturally Particular: folk wisdom

Pithy: they say a great deal in a small amount of space

Empirical: based on observations from experience

Biblical Proverbs: God is the source, the means and the goal of wisdom.
Origin: rooted somewhere different than folk wisdom and empirical observation (1:7)
· “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;


fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7

God is recognized as the means of wisdom: He gives it to us as a gift. (2:6)
· “For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding…”

Higher Stakes than folk wisdom: a matter of life and death (1:29-33)
Proverbs and Laws

Question: Can you make any distinctions between the Ten Commandments and the Proverbs?
Clue: Proverbs 26:4-5
Purpose of Proverbs
Proverbs was written to provide a reliable resource for teaching wisdom to young members of the royal court, and within households of Israel.
Question: Does the Book of Proverbs have more to do with justification or sanctification?

How are the Proverbs interpreted?  

· Parallelisms

· Figures of Speech

· Summarize

· Apply

Framework for understanding the way of wisdom in the Proverbs
· Contrasts to wise living: 
· Context for wise living:
· Communication of wise living:
· The outcome of wise living:
