A Study Outline for Ecclesiastes 

I. Introduction and Theme (1:1-3)
II. First Catalog of “Vanities” (1:4-2:26)

III. Poem: A Time for Everything (3:1-8)

IV. Fear God, the Sovereign One (3:9-15)

V. Fear God, the Holy and Righteous One (5:1-7)

VI. Life “Under the Sun” (5:8-7:24)

VII. The Heart of the Problem: Sin (7:25-29)

VIII. More on Life “Under the Sun” (8:1-12:7)

IX. Final Conclusion and Epilogue (12:8-14)
A Study Outline for the Song of Songs

I. Title: The Best of Songs (1:1)
II. The Lovers Yearn for Each Other (1:2-2:17)
III. The Shepherdess Dreams (3:1-6:3)

IV. The Lovers Yearn for Each Other Again (6:4-8:4)
V. The Lovers Join in Marriage (8:5-14)

Old Testament Core Seminar

Class 14: Ecclesiastes & the Song of Songs: Wisdom for Confusion and Marriage
ECCLESIASTES 

Context

Who is the “Preacher?

Who is the audience?
How do I read this book?

· Key Words: 

· To Find: to find out by research and exploration. A recurring theme is the impossibility of “finding out the meaning of it all” by research.
· Advantage/excess; Advantage/profit: taken together these two words show that the author is looking for an advantage, for a benefit.
· To See: to see as by experience

Summary
Understanding it all is not a precondition for faithful obedience.

Wisdom for those who know they can’t understand it all (a summary from J.I. Packer’s Knowing God)

· Fear God and keep his commandments. 12:13

· Trust and obey him, worship him, reverence him, be humble before him, and never say more than you mean and will stand to when you pray to him (5:1-7)

· Do good (3:12)

· Remember that God will someday take account of you (11:9, 12:14)

· So eschew, even in secret, things of which you will be ashamed when they come to light at God’s assizes (12:14)

· Live in the present and enjoy it thoroughly (7:14, 9:7-10, 11:9-10); present pleasures are God’s gifts.

· Seek grace to work hard at whatever life calls you to do (9:10)

· Enjoy your work as you do it (2:24, 3:12-13, 5:18-20, 8:15)

· Leave to God what your work issues in, let him measure its ultimate worth; your part is to use all the good sense and enterprise at your command in exploiting the opportunities that lie before you (11:1-6).

THE SONG OF SONGS - A book about marriage
Coherence: Is there a single plot from beginning to end?
Characters: Who are they?
Consummation: When do the girl and boy “get together”?
The Dream Interpretation

Alternative Interpretations

Allegorical Interpretation

Anthology Interpretation

The Shepherd Hypothesis

The Solomon-Shulammite Interpretation

