GENESIS
	1-11
	Early History

	12-50
	Patriarchal History

	         12-25
	     Abraham

	         26-27
	     Isaac

	         28-38
	     Jacob

	         39-50
	     Joseph


COOL DOWN
· Take-aways?

· What parts of your family story will you explore to as to seek God’s help for growth and healing?

· Where do you want to see Jesus bring blessing to the world?
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Exploring the Old Testament
Class 3:  “God’s Mission to the Nations” Genesis 12-50

WARM-UP: POP QUIZ!
CONTEXT
· Who wrote Genesis? Who’d he write it to?

· C.A.S.K.E.T. 
GENESIS 12:1-3
· What about 1-11???
· The purpose of the redemption of Abraham conforms to God’s one redemptive purpose since the fall.” –Williams, Far As the Curse is Found 

· That one purpose is to bring restoration to his fallen and rebellious creation. He is now choosing one family line through whom blessing will be brought to the world. 

·  “The dynamic word ‘bless’ expresses God’s purpose to give his creatures all they need to fulfill their lives in his creation as he intends for them. The word ‘curse’, by contrast, expresses God’s awful judgement on his creatures when they rebel against his purposes for them“ Bartholomew and Goheen, The Drama of Scripture
· GRACE: God chooses – “sovereign election”
· GRACE: God initiates relationship
· GRACE: We respond – trust and obedience
THE 4 P’s

· Small Groups: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph
· Abe: Gen Gen 17:15-16; 22:16-18

· Isaac: Gen 26:1-6, 23-25
· Jacob: Gen 28:13-15

· Joseph: Gen 41, Gen 50:22-26

FAMILY FEUD – Bitter Breakdown in Families
· Fueding between Jacob and Esau

· Joseph spoiled and antagonizes brothers

· Joseph’s twelve brothers sell him into slavery
· Ultimately God brought about reconciliation between Jacob and Esau; Joseph and his brothers.

· This was not only a family but also the chosen people of God – what we’d call the church.
· This has impact for us in the past, present and future.

· Past: We have all been wounded and wounded others within our families. 

· Present: By the Spirit of Christ we can go into our pasts and deal with sin and it’s affects. 
· Future: We should not be taken by surprise if we find that at Crossroads there will be some family tension sometime. Being aware that internal tension in the church will occur can help us to put our eyes where they really should be—God. He loves us in spite of our sin and is powerful enough to work out the worst of our situations.

GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES
· Even though Sarah is barren…

· Even though Abraham gives Sarah to Pharoah…

· Even though Isaac gives Rebekah to Abimelech…

· Even though Joseph is sold into slavery…

“By the end of Genesis God has fulfilled his promise to Abraham that he would be a father of a great nation” Williams, Far As The Curse Is Found

                             NEW TESTAMENT CONNECTIONS

Abraham: Galatians 3:1-9

Land: Revelation 21:1-2; 22:2-3

