A Study Outline for Habakkuk 
I. 1:1 – Superscription (Habakkuk “saw” ESV)
II. 2-4 – first complaint: the wicked Assyrian oppressors
III. 1:5-11 – first answer: God will punish the cruel Assyrians by means of the cruel Babylonians
IV. 1:12-2:1 – Second complaint:  How is this a solution? 

V. 2:2-20 – God’s ultimate answer
a. 2:2-4 – introduction

b. 2:5-20 – God’s justice will be vindicated in the destruction of all oppressors (especially those who oppress his own people – includes the 5 woes
VI. 3:1-19 – Habakkuk’s response: a prayer of trust and expectation – even though he wants to see a theophanic expression of God’s justice and power (v. 2-15), he’ll wait (v. 16-19).

A Study Outline for Zephaniah 
I. 1:1-18 – The day of the Lord’s judgment
II. 2:1-7 – Summary of the prophet’s message

a. 2:1-3 – The day of the Lord’s judgment

b. 2:4 – The Lord will destroy his enemies

c. 2:5-7 – The Lord will judge foreign enemies and bless his own people 

III. 2:8-15 – The Lord will destroy his enemies
IV. 3:1-20 – The Lord will judge foreign enemies and bless his own people

Old Testament Core Seminar

Class 20:  Habakkuk & Zephaniah 


Old Testament Memory Song

Interpretive Principle of Prophets: Foreshortening (Relative [not total] disregard for time periods): Isaiah 11.Prophets could be precise if that is what the message demanded (Jeremiah 25:11, Daniel 9:2, 70 years captivity; Isaiah 7:8; etc.)

HABAKKUK – Dialoging with the LORD
Context

· Late 7th century BC; North has fallen, South still standing

· Internal ethical decline in Judah
· Chaldeans (Babylonians) are coming (1:6)
· A prophecy that at the time seemed impossible (1:5-6)
· “How can a holy God use a wicked nation for His purposes?”

Theme 

Yahweh is sovereign over even the actions of the wicked.  For even in their wickedness they serve Yahweh’s purpose.  However, Yahweh is not indicted for evil Himself, for they will be judged for their own wickedness in due time.  Thus, the people of Yahweh should patiently wait and trust in their God, and worship Him.

1.  How Long This Violence? – Habakkuk 1:2-4

2.  Until God Judges Through a Wicked Nation – Habakkuk 1:5-11
3.  Doesn’t Yahweh Love Righteousness? – Habakkuk 1:12-2:1
4.  The Just Shall Live By Faith – Habakkuk 2:2-20
· Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11f; Hebrews 10:38

5.  Praise and Trust in Yahweh – Habakkuk 3

ZEPHANIAH

Context

· Late 7th century BC; North has fallen, South still standing

· Judah is practicing idolatry

 Key Verses:
2:1-3 and 3:8-9
Both capture the emphasis that the judgment is God’s way of bringing about a pure remnant.

Theology and Message:

“It is this whole that I choose to take as the basic unit when seeking to understand the theological meaning of the book. The message of the book of Zephaniah in its entirety is not punishment which is often taken as the final word of YHWH. Rather, the punishment is merely the means by which the remnant of Israel will receive restoration and salvation, the message which we have seen is repeated twice in the book. Therefore I would understand the ultimate significance of the book as the hope of salvation for the remnant of Israel. – Ball

Key Interpretive Issue: Eschatology

“the latter days” (e.g. Isaiah 2:2); “the day of the Lord” (Amos, Zephaniah, etc.)
Isaiah 2:1-5 and 11:1-10: the coming era in which the light will come in all it’s brightness to the Gentiles - associated with the Messiah.

The New Testament presents the resurrection and ascension of Christ as ushering in this expected time. (Acts 2:17; James 5:3; 1 Peter 1:20; 2 Peter 3:3; Jude 18; Hebrews 1:2; 2 Timothy 3:1.) See also Mark 1:15; Galatians 4:4; Ephesians 1:10 for the time being “full”.
Day of the LORD: “Do not assume that there is a Day of the LORD; rather, the question is, what does it mean for this particular author? The Day of the Lord is not an occasion which would occur once for all, but one which might be repeated as circumstances called for it. The phrase denotes a time of God’s vengeance on his enemies (both inside and outside the covenant), and deliverance for his faithful ones.”
· Much of this handout is indebted to Dr. C. John Collins “Old Testament Prophetical Books” syllabus










